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UNCLAS DAMASCUS 0630 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, US 

SUBJECT: AL-BAATH COLUMNIST EXPRESSES SKEPTICISM OVER 
SECRETARY'S FORTHCOMING VISIT 

1 . ON JAN 27 AL-BAATH COLUMNIST EXPRESSED DEEP SKEPTICISM TOWARD 
SECRETARY'S FORTHCOMING VISIT TO ME. NOTING IT WAS HIS FIRST 

TRIP ABROAD, COLUMNIST OPINED NEW ADMINISTRATION WANTED TO 
GIVE ARABS IMPRESSION THAT ME PEACE SETTLEMENT ENJOYED 
"ABSOLUTE PRIORITY" IN US FOREIGN POLICY. HE DECLARED, "THIS 
IS THE MESSAGE OF THE VANCE VISIT-PERHAPS THE ONLY MESSAGE 
SINCE IT UNDERSTOOD THE AMERICAN SECRETARY OF STATE MERELY 
INTENDS TO EXPLORE VIEWS." HE PROTESTED THIS ANOTHER IN 
SERIES OF FACT-FINDING VISITS ORIGINALLY INITIATED BY GOV. 

SCRANTON: "FACT-FINDING CONTINUES BUT THINGS REMAIN AS THEY 
WERE." 

2. COLUMNIST PREDICTED THAT WHEN SECRETARY VISITS AREA HE 
WILL REPEAT ALL STOCK PHRASES HEARD PREVIOUSLY FROM OTHER 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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VISITING US OFFICIALS, "NAMELY. THAT US IS EARNEST IN ITS SEARCH 
FOR PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT BETWEEN PARTIES TO CONFLICT, CONCERNED 
FOR SECURITY OF ISRAEL, AND OBLIGED TO PROVIDE HER WITH LARGE 
QUANTITIES OF SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS IN ORDER TO GUARANTEE ISRAEL 
REASSURED OF ITS GOODWILL. US CANNOT PRESSURE ISRAEL SINCE 
THIS BOUND TO RESTRICT US ABILITY TO EMPLOY ITS GOOD OFFICES. 
MOREOVER. US HAS ONLY LIMITED POWER AND CANNOT EXERT PRESSURE 
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ON SOVEREIGN STATE." 

3. SPEAKING IRONICALLY. HE SPECULATED THAT NEW ADMINISTRATION 
WOULD TAKE ATTITUDE IT NOT BOUND BY POLICIES OF PREVIOUS 
ADMINISTRATION AND MIGHT SUGGEST NEW MEANS TO BRING PARTIES 
TOGETHER. IF IT NOT POSSIBLE BRING ALL PARTIES TOGETHER "DUE 
TO INTERNAL CONDITIONS IN ISRAEL." US WOULD STILT. DECLARE IT 
POSSIBLE TO TAKE "A STEP FORWARD-PUTTING THE PALESTINIAN 
CAUSE ASIDE FOR THE MOMENT." EDITORIAL THEN CONCLUDED BY 
SUGGESTING US, IF IT UNABLE TO CONVENE GENEVA CONFERENCE, 
WOULD TELL ARABS IT HAS REASON TO BELIEVE ISRAEL MIGHT BE 
PREPARED TO DISCUSS A BILATERAL AGREEMENT. HE ASSERTED 
SARCASTICALLY. "THIS IN ITSELF IMPUTES SUFFICIENT PROGRESS 
TO PREVENT SETTLEMENT PROCESS FROM COMING TO STANDSTILL. 

IT MIGHT EVEN GIVE IT IMPETUS AND VITALITY." 

MURPHY 
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